[New therapeutic strategies in schizophrenia: apropos of acute decompensation treated with olanzapine].
Mr B is a 32-year-old patient with a disorganized type of schizophrenia and his treatment, started when he was 20, has always been difficult and his social integration has become progressively worse. In 1998, treatment with olanzapine was started when he suffered acute decompensation on top of his disorganized condition which had an adverse effect on his symptoms. In a short space of time, a very satisfactory improvement was seen, not only in his symptoms but also in his social integration. This improvement has been sustained throughout two and a half years of follow-up. The perspectives offered by the new antipsychotic drugs in the management of acute episodes of schizophrenia are discussed in the light of recent data from the literature and lead to a reconsideration of our therapeutic practices.